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DIASPORA JEWS TO NETANYAHU: FIRE MINISTER CHIKLI

Dear Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
J-Link is an international network of progressive Jewish  organizations, who aspire to maintain and indeed enhance our relations with Israel. No doubt, you have the prerogative of appointing ministers to your government. As Jews who care much about  the Diaspora and Israel, we are especially offended by the person you appointed as your Minister for Diaspora Affairs. Sadly, we are obliged to inform you that we reject him. As the minister intended to liaise directly with us, his intolerant and offensive attitude towards us is frustrating and unacceptable. To date, he has shown nothing but contempt for our community. 
The Jewish Diaspora has been among the biggest supporters of the state of Israel. And yet, over the course of his short tenure, Minister Chikli has been on what can best be described as a campaign to insult world Jews.
 In a radio interview, he told the US ambassador to Israel to “mind his own business.” In another recent radio interview, he spoke disparagingly about President Joe Biden’s Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism, Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt, one of the world’s leading historians of the Holocaust. At New York’s annual Celebrate Israel Parade, he crudely offended participants who marched to salute Israel. He later viciously attacked J Street, depicting it as “hostile” to Israel, and absurdly called George Soros “one of the greatest Israel haters in our generation.” Chikli’s visit to Canada was marred by several diplomatic embarrassments.
For the sake of our relationship with the state and people of Israel, we urge you to fire Mr. Chikli and appoint as Minister for Diaspora Affairs a person who would respectfully reach out to Diaspora Jews rather than offend them. 
Sincerely,
 
The J-Link Coordinating Committee

Ken Bob (Ameinu, U.S.A.), Giorgio Gomel (Jcall Europe, Italy), Ashley Fischhoff (JDI, South Africa), Barbara Landau (JSpace, Canada), Alon Liel , Shlomo Slutsky (J Amlat, Argentina), Gabriella Saven (JDI, South Africa), Aya Tamir Regev (Australia)

jlinkoffice@gmail.com
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